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SAN MARTIN, PERU 
 

 
Fig. 1. My North Peruvian Rent-a-Car Nissan Tiida, just before entering Alto Nieva, in San Martin. 

 

Between 24th and 28th June, 2016, four days were spent birding in the province of San Martin, NE 

Peru. The visit was a part of a longer journey in North Peru, between Talara and Abra Patricia, my 

second independent tour in the region. The visited sites of San Martin included Alto Nieva (Aquas 

Verdes), Yacumama, Waqanki Lodge, Morro de Calzada, Quiscarrumi Oilbird Bridge and 

Yurimaguas Road, east of Tarapoto.  

 

The route was very much on the beaten track of bird tour groups, the track which included more 

sites than could be visited in the available time. The practice of everyday birding was, however, 

quite different, with less time spent on socializing, having hot meals, visiting toilets and waiting for 

others… and with a privilege to focus solely on one’s target species. 

 



As there are so many Peru trip reports available in the Internet, I decided to not include the well 

covered Abra Patricia and other Piura, Cajamarca and Amazonas sites in this report, which has its 

focus on San Martin, a province not so often visited by independent birder travelers. I hope the 

following text will be of some interest for people who look for up-to-date information in that 

direction. There will be bird lists for the selected sites. Keep in mind, however, the nature of the 

journey: a focus on certain target birds on the expense of others & the short duration of the visits. 

 

CAR RENTAL 
 
Renting a car in North Peru is not necessarily easy, especially if one desires to visit several states 

and drive long distances in the region. Then, there are the problems of language and booking by 

email. According to my experience, most companies do not bother with foreigners. Nevertheless, 

with persistence, I have been able to rent cars both in Chiclayo and Piura. In the latter case, I 

already knew that I would not need a 4x4, for the fine tarmac roads of the region, and was 

therefore looking for a reliable and economical sedan.  

 

A 2014 model Nissan Tiida was located at North Peruvian Rent-a-car. The rental fee was USD 36 

per day in cash, with 200 free kilometers per day. Additional kilometers would have cost PEN 0.25 

per kilometer, but because I had so many of them, an agreement was reached by paying for a 10 

day rental even though I returned the car after 8 days. Originally, I had booked the car for 9 days, 

but the delays with American Airlines cut the time one day shorter. I had no problems with the 

car, which was in a sound condition.  

 

Contact Sr. Miguel M. Vilchez at northperuvian@hotmail.com for a quote. I did my email 

communication in Spanish, with the help of Google Translate. He considered driving to San Martin 

dangerous, but I managed to convince him that the roads were fine there, better than in the 

Chiclayo – Piura area. That is quite true, the regions of the east being wealthier than the arid west. 

Also the traffic was less challenging in the east.  

 

The several accidents I saw on the way were as a rule result of gross negligence by the drivers, 

such as trying to drive a truck through a tight curve so fast that the laws of physics turned the 

vehicle upside down. One of these trucks was lying on the Nieva bridge, east of Abra Patricia, but 

there fortunately was just enough space to pass in a sedan. Afterwards, no trucks were seen on 

the road for hours. There was another similar incident some distance lower down and other trucks 

could therefore not pass, to either direction.  

 

For these conductores locos, one needs to be alert all the time. Defensive driving is the 

recommendation, especially on the meandering mountain roads. Otherwise, driving in Peru is not 

particularly difficult. The main roads in the north may not have many signs, but orientation is not a 

problem in a situation where there is only one highway to follow, with short side trips on smaller 

roads. Each village on the way was signposted. I also had a GPS with me, but no need for it.   

mailto:northperuvian@hotmail.com


ACCOMMODATIONS 
 
The accommodations in Jaén and Pomacochas have been included as part of entry or departure 

arrangements for San Martin. 

 

A word of warning: The small bakery, Panaderia Liliana, just before the local Petroperu gas station 

in Pedro Ruiz (Gallo) should not be visited. I bought some fresh empanadas there, only to later find 

out that the paper bag had been changed at some point by the two young women who run the 

place. The bag had been filled with inedible scraps of similar weight. They did this to me, even 

though I was a returning customer and a very hungry one, too, after a long, long day on the road.  

 

A word of recommendation: With a plan to stay at Hotel Los Pumas (USD 35), I had it difficult to 

locate the small hotel in Pomacochas, at night. There were no signs to the hotel. As a result, I went 

to the local police station, to ask for advice. The officer in charge stopped watching his television 

and requested me to follow him to the hotel, kindly showing the way. Nevertheless, at the hotel 

we failed to alarm anybody to open the gate. The place was probably closed, even though the 

lights were on. After a while, the helpful policeman showed me a way to Las Brisas, instead. If in 

need for help in Pomacochas, go to the police station!  

 

Hospejade Las Brisas, Pomacochas (PEN 40, €11, for a matrimonial (double):  A good deal but with 

a slightly difficult parking arrangement. One had to park in front of the entrance, closing a one-

way street, climb stairs to the second floor and check in there, before the person in charge walked 

down in order to open a door to a garage with just enough space for the car. The garage entrance 

was a bit difficult for a sedan; a 4x4 would have had no problem at all. Between the garage and 

the guesthouse entrance was a small shop, also run by the same family. Drinks and snacks could 

be bought there. The matrimonial was clean and peaceful, and of a good three star hotel quality. 

The same could be said of the toilet and shower. There was a television in the room.  

 

For the next night, I planned to sleep in Abra Patricia, but the gate was closed and there was 

nobody there. I should of course have made a reservation, as recommend by Walter, but that was 

easier said than done, with the current unreliability of air travel in the United States, my transit 

point to Peru and back. If the booking was made, I would have arrived a day late. I therefore 

returned to the ‘Breezes’, for another night.  

 

The closure of Abra Patricia was a major setback, because I could not give the staff my presents in 

person. I left some Finnish candy for them at Huembo (entrance fee PEN 30, €8). I probably lost 

some up-to-date information, too. 

 

In April-May 2016, many tour group birders scored with Ocellated Crakes in Moyobamba, at a site 

threatened by advancing road construction. It would have been great to be able to try to record 

the species, if the site was still intact. Unfortunately, I was not able to find out, where the crake 



territory was. I had friends who had been there, but true to their tour group status, they did not 

know where they had actually been to, when asked afterwards. They had just followed the guides 

to the birds. As a result, I spent days in Moyobamba, without Ocellated Crakes. Most likely, I will 

never see or hear them. 

 

In regard to Pomacochas, Muelle Florida Pomacochas had breeding Subtropical Doraditos this 

time, and there were Andean Snipes at the eastern end of the Laguna Pomacochas. Both species 

are regular at the site, but the doraditos apparently migrate.  

 

Waqanki Lodge, Moyobamba (PEN 150, €42, including breakfast): The lodge has simple double 

rooms for rent, in a separate building. They are relatively expensive, but the surroundings are 

peaceful and birds may be observed right after stepping out of the room. It was also surprisingly 

cool there, for my pleasure, especially if compared to the hot and humid Tarapoto. The complaints 

of the lady in charge – Mucho frio! – were music to the ears of a northman. Ahhh…cold…give me 

snow and ice, and Northern Lights!! 

 

The lodge access road was rough, even though short. However carefully I drove it, the bottom of 

the car had, in most cases, one or two heavy hits on stones (mostly bedrock), and only luck and 

slow speed prevented real damage. In the beginning, there was also a short but steep climb with 

loose gravel. At grassy lodge yard, there was a ditch which cannot really be seen from a car, until it 

is too late. Overall, driving in and out was the number one challenge at this accommodation! 

 

In Moyobamba, supermarkets are difficult to find, even though it is a large town. I spent two hours 

for searching them, without result. I probably did not go far enough into the center, in the maze of 

narrow alleys. Drinks and snacks were, however, available, and a fried chicken & pork joint 

(Polleria Super Rico) could be found along Avenida Grau, for a take away meal with rice and 

vegetables. Not bad at all, especially when hungry for protein! At the lodge, the breakfast was 

tasty, fresh and ample. I had half of it later on, on the road.  

 

Hospejade Rosadito, Tarapoto (PEN 50, €14): After wasting another two hours in a futile search of 

hotels in Tarapoto, I decided to try a hospejade along the Fernando Belaunde Terry, close to the 

Tarapoto evitamiento (bypass) and the Yurimaguas Road. The search for hotels failed because 

some of the key roads and streets only existed on maps, the city was a maze of one way streets 

and it was next to impossible to park anywhere because all space was occupied by tricycles.   

 

The room was a relatively good deal, even though a bit small and rather noisy. Unfortunately, it 

was only available for one night because the place was fully booked for the next, another sign of 

shortage of accommodation in the area. Moreover, there was a restaurant but no food, even 

though the lady of the house originally agreed to organize a dinner. Luckily, I did not have to drive 

too far to visit a fried chicken joint, Polleria Torres, on Ex Carreterra Yurimaguas, the former 

Yurimaguas Road, to which some older trip reports apparently refer to, when giving directions to 

accommodations. 



On the way there was a Petroperu gas station (Grifo Nor Oriente), with a ‘supermercado’. Well, 

not a supermarket really, but some drinks and food for sale. I saw no supermarkets in Tarapoto. 

The gas station proved to be important in regard to stocking up with groceries. On Sunday, when 

everything was closed, I drove to the gas station in hope of food. It was also closed for the Sunday, 

but the family was having their lunch inside. When the manager happened to see a familiar 

foreign face, he kindly opened the shop for me! 

 

At the hospejade, I parked my car on the street in front of its entrance door. There was a guard 

there at night. I also had a car theft alarm on and had immobilized the gear shift by an extra lock, 

which I had brought from Finland. In Peru, extra security may be a good idea.  

 

Hotel Rioja Plaza, Rioja (PEN 50, €14): It was a three star town hotel with an elevator. The room 

was clean and spacious, and also more or less peaceful despite the central location. Overall, a 

good deal, just like a local tourist entrepreneur in Moyobamba had promised it to be. I met her at 

Waqanki Lodge. There was no food available in the hotel and it took, once again, some time to 

find a small shop with something edible for sale. I guess it is partly a cultural thing. I look for 

supermarkets at places where they usually are in the North of Europe, even though there is a 

different arrangement in Peru! On the other hand, I have had no problems with them in Piura and 

Chiclayo. 

 

The hotel had a garage some blocks away. Unfortunately, the guard in charge of it was not present 

on my arrival and one hour of waiting did not change the situation. I started to suspect that the 

same problem could resurface at the time of my pre-dawn departure. As it was already late, the 

receptionist agreed to my proposal to leave the car on the street, in the one-car space reserved 

for hotel check ins, right in front of its door.  

 

An alarm was on and I also put the gear shift lock on, and there would be somebody there 

throughout the night. In the morning, I woke a man on a sofa next to the door and found my car 

intact, the only vehicle parked on a street in the center of Rioja.     

 

Hotel El Bosque, Jaén (PEN 140 (ejecutivo) or PEN 110 (standard), € 39–31): The hotel has become 

my trusted place to stay in the region. There is a spacious garage in the premises, the rooms are 

nice and well-attended, the receptionists are helpful, the grounds are secure and there is an Asian 

restaurant (Dragón de Oro; Golden Dragon) right next to the premises.  

 

In the latter, the lady in charge is not very friendly and did, as usual, first turn down my request to 

take the meal into the hotel room, but also gave up soon enough. The food is fine but the servings 

tend to be a bit too large. During my two visits in Jaén, I have not been able to locate a 

supermarket in the area. According to maps, there are one of two in the center, far away from the 

main throughfares. 

 



SECURITY 
 
Peru is known for its volatile security situation, even though it is not too bad out of the known risk 

areas. In the north, volunteer vigilantes patrol the roads especially at night, not in the San Martin 

section of the present journey, but in the provinces of Amazonas and Cajamarca, for example 

along the roads between Jaén and Afluente (Abra Patricia). There is also increased police presence 

east of Jaén at night.  

 

The police stopped me once at night, politely, but for the vigilantes I did not always stop. Some of 

the latter were not that nice this time, with their demands for coins. Well, at least there were no 

local demonstrations and highway closures with access to be negotiated, as there had been during 

a visit by a Finnish birdwatching tour, two months earlier.   

 

According to the U.S. Embassy in Peru, it was not a good idea to drive south of Tarapoto, along 

Huallaga River, day or night. Pumarinri Lodge, in the east by the river is ok, but one should not turn 

right after Rio Mayo, or at least not drive south beyond Buenos Aires. Several traditional birding 

sites may occur in that direction, but the region was also drug cartel land in 2016.  

 

I did not go there and had no real problems in regard to security during the visit, even though 

driving long distances at night (Piura – Talara, Bagua Grande – Pomacochas, Bagua Grande – Jaén) 

may merit being called a security risk by some observers. At the start of the Yurimaguas Road, two 

men, in separate occasions, approached me with fake-appearing stories, but I gave them a cold 

shoulder, showing that I was alert and ready to defend myself.  

 

I had a knife and maze always at hand, much like some roadside sellers had a machete hidden 

behind their back. With the handle at the level of their neck, they could release the weapon in a 

split second, if in need to defend themselves. At first glance, one would have never guessed that 

they had such a capacity, because the machetes were so well hidden. Selling things by the highway 

must be risky business in Peru, in the long run, and not for the faint-hearted.   

 

Otherwise, the main security risk was driving in the Peruvian traffic, I guess. For the most of it, the 

roads on my route were lonely and serene. There was time for observations. Close to Abra 

Patricia, for example, I had noticed a particular black pig at the end of a short rope, alone by the 

tarmac. The family which owned it, lived about 200 meters up the road, and could see the beast. 

The pig looked extremely bored and I felt pity for it. At the end of the day, on my way back to 

Pomacochas, I stopped and gave it a load of banana peels, saved for the purpose and a delicacy, if 

you ask the local pigs. I have seen them fight over a single banana peel.  

 

(In fact, eating the banana peels is also recommended for human beings. They are full of vitamins, 

potassium, magnesium and, of course, fiber).  

 



BIRDS AND SITES 
 

Alto Nieva (-5.667515, -77.754997) 

 

Beyond Pomacochas, Yambrasbamba, Huembo and Abra Patricia, one crosses the border between 

the Amazonas and San Martin provinces of Peru, at Alto Nieva. The birds of the following list were 

observed between the border and the large bridge of Aguas Claras. The lower slopes of the 

mountain range suffered from rain and fog during my visits there, both going in and going out, but 

the few short moments of good weather proved to be enough to score with a few interesting 

species. Birding was strictly by the road, because of the weather conditions, and I was mainly 

looking for mixed species bird parties.  

 

Half of the birds in the list were seen in fifteen minutes, in one large mixed party, few hundred 

meters east of the borderline. Many Amazons (parrots) had to be left unidentified because of the 

fog. Green-throated, Blue-browed and Metallic-green Tanagers, and other Abra Patricia goodies, 

did not come this far down, even though they were observed few kilometers higher up, around 

the Nieva Bridge. Respectively, there were species lower down in San Martin, which I failed to see 

on the hills. East of the area, just below Aquas Claras, two Green Ibises were seen flying by the 

highway on the 28th June, at sunrise. The same agricultural site also had a Yellow-headed Caracara 

and American Kestrels. 

 

Guides are available for company at Alto Nieva park office (Fundo Alto Nieva on maps), and I met a 

U.S. birder with one of them, walking the highway down.  

 

Bird list: 

 

Plumbeous Kite  1, lower section. 

Slate-colored Hawk  3, lower section, reaches foothills along rivers. 

Black Caracara  1, lower section. 

White-tipped Dove  1 

Band-tailed Pigeon  30, albilinea. 

Red-billed Parrot  1 

Smooth-billed Ani  + 

Violet-headed Hummingbird 1 

Speckle-chested Piculet  1, in a mixed party, highly endemic. 

Smoky-brown Woodpecker 1, in a mixed party. 

Crimson-crested Woodpecker 1, male, reaches foothills along rivers. 

Streaked Xenops  1, in a mixed party. 

Black-capped Tyrannulet  1, in a mixed party. 

White-crested Elaenia  6, in a mixed party, diversa? 



Highland Elaenia  3, in a mixed party. 

Streak-necked Flycather  5, in a mixed party. 

Flavescent Flycatcher  1, in a mixed party. 

Tumbes Pewee  1, in a mixed party. 

Cinnamon-breasted Tody Tyrant 1, in a mixed party, a restricted range species. 

Pale-edged Flycatcher  2, one pair, in a mixed party. 

Social Flycatcher  +, lower section. 

Streaked Flycatcher  1 

Boat-billed Flycatcher  2, lower section. 

Great Kiskadee  + 

Chivi Vireo   3, in a mixed party. 

Mourning Warbler  1, a vagrant for Peru?  

Masked Tityra  1, female, fortis. 

Andean Cock-of-the-Rock  1, female. 

Tropical Kingbird  + 

Inca Jay   8, half way, yncas. 

Blue-and-white Swallow  ++ 

Southern House Wren  ++  

Rufous-capped Nunlet  1, about four km downhill from the border. 

Andean Solitaire  10, one seen very closely (5 m). 

Red-crowned Ant Tanager  5, lower section, reaches foothills along rivers. 

Hooded Mountain Tanager 1, in a mixed party. 

Palm Tanager  + 

Blue-grey Tanager  + 

Magpie Tanager  3 

Flame-faced Tanager  8, in a mixed party. 

Silver-backed Tanager  2, one pair, in a mixed party.. 

Saffron-crowned Tanager  1, one pair, in a mixed party.. 

Vermilion Tanager  2, one pair, in a mixed party, excellent close views. 

Yellow-breasted Brush Finch 1 

Yellow-browed Sparrow  2 

Russet-backed Oropendola 20 

Yellow-rumped Cacique  1 

Bronze-green Euphonia  2, one pair, in a mixed party. 

 

Yacumama (-6.010509, -77.256158) 

 

Yacumama is a small park-like area of ponds and shady trees either 2.8 km beyond the last 

buildings of Segunda Jerusalén or 10.6 km before the main Rioja junction, at the town of Rioja. It is 

a well known local leisure spot with a restaurant and apparently also a chance to swim, . There is a 

PEN 3 (€0.80) entrance fee at the gate. The park is south of the 5N Highway. 

 



I planned to have a hot meal at the park’s restaurant in the Friday afternoon, during my first visit. 

Unfortunately, they played music so loud that it was not possible to enter the building without 

risking injury. A ticket-seller had warned me about this already at the gate, when I mentioned that 

I was there for bird observations. It was nevertheless possible to look around for birds, if one 

stayed at least 100 meters away from the offending restaurant! I walked around a number of 

ponds, carefully checking the trees, and had a picnic lunch, opening a can of pork and a package of 

rye crisps I had imported from Finland, for desperate situations such as this.  

 

The birds are used to people but nevertheless wary. Three fruiting trees in the center of the park 

attracted a large number of thrushes and tanagers. There were also a number of roosting herons 

and egrets at the site, especially in the evening. I went there twice, in the afternoon and later 

towards the evening, and it was possible to stay in after the sunset. The second visit was a wise 

move. The third time when I passed the area, just before sunrise, it became clear that there was 

too much traffic noise in the highway to try to hear a Buckley’s Forest Falcon, for example, to 

pinpoint the location of the bird. In the evening, the area was more peaceful and it was possible to 

walk around the ponds, without any disturbance. 

 

In addition to the falcon, Pont-tailed Treecreepers are the specialty of Yacumama. My best 

discovery was, however, a Dusky-chested Flycatcher, an unexpected lifer species. 

 

 
Fig. 2. A Plumbeous Rail, a western species not seen on the eastern slope of the Andes. 

 

Bird list: 

 

Speckled Chachalaca  5, in trees, by the main ponds. 

Western Cattle Egret  500+, roosting by the restaurant. 

Great Egret   4, roosting by the restaurant. 



Snowy Egret   1, roosting by the restaurant. 

Little Blue Heron  1, adult, at a wet field outside the park, vagrant there? 

Black Vulture  + 

Turkey Vulture  + 

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture 1 adult, fishing or cooling off (??) in a shallow pond! 

Roadside Hawk  1, outside the park. 

Buckley’s Forest Falcon  1, in the western section of the park, late in the afternoon. 

Wattled Jacana  3, at a wet field outside the park. 

Blackish Rail   1, at a wet field outside the park. 

Rufous-sided Crake  1, at the ponds. 

Common Gallinule  12, at a wet field outside the park. 

Purple Gallinule  8, at a wet field outside the park. 

Tropical Screech Owl  1, called very actively, cruciger. 

American Barn Owl  1, flying in street lights, in Rioja, contempta? 

Cobalt-winged Parakeet  2, at the fruiting trees. 

White-tipped Dove  1 

Smooth-billed Ani  + 

Sapphire-spangled Emerald 1, bartletti, two isolated subspecies. 

Ringed Kingfisher  3 

Lettered Aracari  8 

Neotropical Palm Swift  3 

Point-tailed Palmcreeper  3, difficult to see well. 

Dusky-chested Flycatcher  1, close to the gate, by a pond. 

Social Flycatcher  + 

Blue-and-white Swallow  + 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow 1 

Southern House Wren  + 

Black-billed Thrush  22, at the fruiting trees. 

Palm Tanager  100+, at the fruiting trees. 

Blue-grey Tanager  30+, at the fruiting trees. 

Purple Honeycreeper  1, female, at the fruiting trees. 

Russet-backed Oropendola 1 

Thick-billed Euphonia  2, at the fruiting trees. 

Purple-throated Euphonia  2, at the fruiting trees, taczanowskii. 

 
Waqanki Lodge (-6.075686, -76.976200) 

 

At Waqanki Lodge, Moyobamba (capital of San Martin, population 43.000), the main attraction is 

the forest trail up to a nearby mountain. Most of the local target species are possible to see in the 

beginning of the trail, or around the lodge opening. Several good birds, including a Roraiman 

Flycatcher, were located right behind the main building, in a large tree which proved to be more 



productive than a close-by hummingbird feeder, even though the latter was inside (degraded) 

forest. The feeder had, however, most of the hummingbird species. 

 

Along a connecting trail from the main lodge building to the forest trail, I saw my only Sooty-

capped Warbler. The first 300 meters of the main mountain trail go through some forest edge 

gardens, on mostly cleared land, but the buffer zone between the fields and the forest proved to 

be good for birds, too. The tiny Mishana Tyrannulets and Varzea Thrushes were most common 

there, not to mention the tanagers, euphonias and other fruit-eaters. Looking through satellite 

images, it is nevertheless clear that the distance to proper forest may radically increase in the not 

too distant future. 

 

Language problems and the view that I should not walk to the top of the mountain (no intention 

to do so!) without a guide created some confusion in the beginning. First afternoon, the lady of 

the house showed me a way to a close-by viewpoint with a hummingbird feeder. I asked if the trail 

would continue up to the mountain, too. She confirmed this, without explaining that it went first 

back to the house, from where a connecting path lead to the wide mountain trail, a 4x4 track in 

the beginning. 

 

Not aware of the misunderstanding, I followed the hummingbird track at sunrise, leaving it as it 

went down toward the house, and walking on some rather obscure paths across a forest 

plantation, uphill. Fortunately, somebody had seen me, and the woman arrived with her sister, 

who spoke good English. The sister then proposed to accompany me on the correct trail, for 

security, but stayed at her house after I asked her, what was she going to do if somebody with a 

gun approached us? I reassured them that I was not going to go too far on the trail.  

 

I believe I walked about 1.5 km up the in places steep trail, exploring a short side trail to the left, 

too. There was a bench on the latter and I could guess that it had been erected for visiting birders. 

A stop soon revealed why. There was a pair of Fiery-capped Manakins there. A surprise pair of 

Black Manakins were found not far from there, while bushwhacking off the trail, first forward and 

then to the right in the drier edge habitat. I have no idea if the presence of the species in this area 

is already known or not. Recent records point towards a crescent-shaped occurrence along the 

western edge of the Amazonas, in white sand areas. 

 

Among the skulkers of the undergrowth, along the main trail, there were territorial Peruvian 

Warbling and Spot-winged Antbirds, and few Northern White-crowned Tapaculos. Yellow-

browed and Black-and-white Tody Flycatchers were also seen, one pair of each. Inside the forest, 

several (small) mixed bird parties also included a few good species such as two Olivaceous Pihas. 

It was a bit strange to see a Grey-tailed Piha at a higher altitude at Yurimaguas Road (see below) 

than the Olivaceous Pihas, but the distributions are also explained by climatic zones.  

 

I was alone on the trail, with the exception of two men on horses, and hid well in the vegetation, 

stalking the mixed bird parties and the territorial birds. At some point I lost my cap, a serious loss 



considering the forthcoming weeks in the sun, but to my relief, the horsemen gladly informed that 

they had seen the ‘sombrero’ on a rock down the trail, when I asked about it. It is good to be able 

to speak a few words of Spanish!  

 

As former reports have also witnessed, the lodge area was good at night, with a variable 

assortment of owls and nightjars. Evening was also a good time for tinamous. The only non-feral 

mammals seen in the forest were a Northern Amazon Red Squirrel and a party of six Brown-

mantled Tamarins. 

 

 
Fig. 3. A Goldentailed Sapphire, one of the several hummingbird species at Waqanki Lodge. 

 

Bird list: 

 

Cinereous Tinamou  2, active in the evenings. 

Speckled Chachalaca  +, calling in the mornings. 

Black Vulture  + 

Turkey Vulture  + 

White Hawk   2, one pair. 

Swallow-tailed Kite  1, a fly-by. 

Band-bellied Owl  1 

Black-banded Owl  1, behind the main building.  

Subtropical Pygmy Owl  1, behind the buildings, distribution not well known. 

Rufous Nightjar  2, at the clearing, distribution not well known. 

Spot-tailed Nightjar  1, at the clearing, distribution not well known. 

Large-billed Parrotlet  3 

Orange-winged Amazon  2, one pair. 

Ruddy Ground Dove  2 

Squirrel Cuckoo  4 



Smooth-billed Ani  + 

Black-throated Hermit  2, at the cottages. 

Rufous-crested Coquette  3, at the feeder and at lodge flowers. 

Golden-tailed Sapphire  6, most of them were at the hummingbird feeder. 

Black-throated Brilliant  8, in the forest, and at the feeder. 

White-necked Jacobin  16, most of them were at the hummingbird feeder. 

Grey-breasted Sabrewing  11, most of them were at the hummingbird feeder. 

Sapphire-spangled Emerald 7, at the hummingbird feeder, bartletti. 

Fork-tailed Woodnymph  2, at the hummingbird feeder. 

Rufous-vented Whitetip  1, male, at flowers, a restricted range species. 

Bluish-fronted Jacamar  1, not far from the buildings, at the forest edge. 

Rufous Motmot  2, martii. 

Lettered Aracari  4 

Cream-colored Woodpecker 1, a fly-by. 

Olivaceous Treecreeper  5 

Elegant Woodcreeper  1, in a mixed party, inside the forest.  

Duida Woodcreeper  1, in a mixed party, inside the forest. 

Plain Xenops   3 

Peruvian Warbling Antbird 1, male. 

Spot-winged Antbird  1, male, infuscata? 

Northern White-crowned Tapaculo 3 

Mishana Tyrannulet  9, especially at the forest edge, restricted range. 

Sooty-headed Tyrannulet  1, not far from the house, towards the forest trail. 

Forest Elaenia  2 

Small-billed Elaenia  3, austral migrant. 

White-crested Elaenia  7, diversa. 

Yellow-browed Tody Flycatcher 2, one pair, neglectum, along the forest trail. 

Black-and-white Tody Flycatcher 2, one pair, along the forest trail. 

Roraiman Flycatcher  2, at the house and along the forest trail. Rare. 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  1 

Streaked Flycatcher  2 

Great Kiskadee  + 

Boat-billed Flycatcher  + 

Grey-capped Flycatcher  + 

Long-tailed Tyrant  6 

Tropical Kingbird  + 

Olivaceous Piha  2, in a mixed party, inside the forest. 

Fiery-capped Manakin  2, 1 pair, along the side trail. 

Black Manakin  2, 1 pair, ahead from the FCMs, sandy soil specialist. 

Chivi Vireo   + 

Blue-and-white Swallow  + 

Coraya Wren   3, here and there in the forest, albiventris. 



Southern House Wren  + 

Varzea Thrush  10+, common at the dry forest edge. 

Black-billed Thrush  20+ 

Yellow-backed Tanager  1 

Yellow-crested Tanager  1, male. 

Red-shouldered Tanager  1, male, strange, isolated population, subspecies? 

Huallaga Tanager  9, for example at lodge yard trees, Peru endemic. 

Palm Tanager  50 

Blue-grey Tanager  8 

Turquoise Tanager  6 

Green-and-gold Tanager  4, two pairs. 

Paradise Tanager  11, e.g. close to the hummingbird feeder. 

Blue-necked Tanager  1 

Tooth-billed Tanager  1, male. 

Green Honeycreeper  6 

Blue Dacnis   4 

Purple Honeycreeper  10 

Bananaquit   2, magnirostris? 

Chestnut-bellied Seed Finch 2, one pair. 

Yellow-browed Sparrow  1 

Buff-throated Saltator  2 

Epaulet Oriole  1, male chrysocephalus. 

Russet-backed Oropendola 9, behind the lodge house (= main building). 

Orange-bellied Euphonia  10 

Purple-throated Euphonia  1, male. 

Rufous-bellied Euphonia  2 

Thick-billed Euphonia  2 

 

Morro de Calzada (-6.029896, -77.046461) 

 

East of the village of Calzada, along the main 5N Highway, west of Moyobamba and 14 km from 

the Waqanki Lodge, the 1.400+ m high Morro de Calzada is an impressive sight. At night, during 

my first visit, the weather was ideal and it was easy to listen and look for owls and nightjars, after I 

had dealt with a police car. Blue lights flashing, the car confronted me on an access track section 

which was too narrow for two cars and it took a few moments before the policemen realized that I 

was not going to damage my Tiida by dropping it down to a ditch. They did that on the other side, 

without much problem, because they had a 4x4! 

 

The second visit was made in early afternoon, after a morning walk at Waqanki Lodge. Bird activity 

was surprisingly good at that time, partly because of somewhat mixed weather. Sunshine, but also 

short, isolated showers of rain. The mountain itself is stony and steep, even though mostly 

covered by trees. The surrounding forests are much easier to access.  



 

I did not see many birds at the headquarters, at the trailhead, but there was more to see around 

the edge of the forest, where a sandy track leaves the access road to the right. It was possible to 

drive the sandy track by a sedan, but it was very narrow. Fortunately, there was another junction 

where a u-turn was possible. On this track, it is not possible to pass, to say the very least. In the 

afternoon, I was the only visitor at the site. There is no entrance fee, as far as I know.   

 

 
Fig. 4. The trails of Morro de Calzada. In the text, point B is the edge of the forest, C indicates the 

narrow sandy track and D a point where it was possible to make a u-turn. Headquarters are at F.  

 

The best birds included Rufescent Screech Owl, Blackish Nightjar, Lafreshnaye’s Piculet, 

Amazonian Scrub-Flycatcher, Cinnamon Neopipo, Black-faced Tanager and Wedge-tailed Grass 

Finch. All except the first species were found in dry, semi-open habitats around the main forest 

below the mountain. A group of at least five noisy and spooky Large-headed Capuchins were seen 

at the roadside forest, on the right before the main parking area (half way between B and F). 

 

Bird list: 

 
Band-bellied Owl  1, at night. 
Black-banded Owl  1, at night. 

Rufescent Screech Owl  1, at night, B-song (possibly 2, a pair). 

Blackish Nightjar  1, at night, along the access road. 



Eared Dove   1, rare in the east? 

Lettered Aracari  1 

Lafresnaye’s Piculet  1, along the sandy track. 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker 5, at the forest edge. 

Neotropical Palm Swift  20+ 

Blue-and-white Swallow  + 

Southern House Wren  + 

White-crested Elaenia  7, diversa? 

Amazonian Scrub Flycatcher 1, along the sandy track, distribution not well known. 

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher  2 

Rufous-tailed Flatbill  1, at the forest edge. 

Cinnamon Neopipo  1, great views, along the sandy track. 

Great Kiskadee  + 

Grey-capped Flycatcher  + 

Tropical Kingbird  + 

White-winged Becard  6, at the forest edge. 

Chivi Vireo   + 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow 4 

White-banded Swallow  1, at the forest edge. 

Blue-and-white Swallow  + 

Southern House Wren  + 

Black-faced Tanager  2, one pair, at the forest edge. 

Yellow-backed Tanager  2, one pair. 

Yellow-crested Tanager  6, at the forest edge. 

Wedge-tailed Grass Finch  1, half way up the access road, rare in Peru. 

Blue-black Grassquit  2, males, at the start of the access road. 

Buff-throated Saltator  2, at the forest edge. 

Yellow-rumped Cacique  1 

Orange-bellied Euphonia  5, at the forest edge. 

 

Quiscarrumi Oilbird Bridge (-6.146910, -76.841503) 

 

The bridge is supposed to be a one species stop, for Oilbirds, but there are other birds at the site, 

too. The bridge is small and therefore not easy to spot. Fortunately, it is signposted, 22 km east of 

the main Moyobamba roundabout with a Petroperu Sud America gas station, or 85.6 km west of 

the northern end of Tarapoto evitamiento. In addition to the Punta Quiscarrumi road sign, there is 

information table on the conservation of birds. It is great that there is a place where the Oilbirds 

may be observed by anybody, especially when one thinks about the other sites which are either 

difficult to reach or privatized to make money (e.g. Asa Wright Nature Center, in Trinidad). 

 

The right spot was on the western side of the bridge. Looking down, it was possible to see an 

Oilbird at its nest, and to hear others calling. Make sure to not disturb the birds, for example by 



falling down to the surprisingly deep void! The bridge trembles when heavy trucks pass by. There 

is space to park a sedan by the highway but care is needed when crossing the at times busy road, 

in this curve with a bridge. 

 

Bird list: 

 

White-eyed Parakeet  70+ 

Smooth-billed Ani  + 

Oilbird   1, + many calls. 

White-collared Swift  + 

Tropical Kingbird  + 

Blue-and-white Swallow  ++ 

Southern House Wren  + 

Palm Tanager  + 

Blue-grey Tanager  + 

Yellow-rumped Cacique  1 

 

Tarapoto evitamiento (-6.5000598, -76.390472) 

 

The western bypass around Tarapoto deserves a special mention here, because it runs through 

birdy farmlands, notably wet rice fields, and there is very little traffic on it. As a result, birding is 

easy there, for species of open landscapes. Driving through to Yurimaguas Road, one has to go 

that way, in any case. The following birds were seen in a rather short time. The best species 

probably was a Oriole Blackbird, slightly west of its textbook distribution. 

 

Bird list: 

 

Western Cattle Egret  5 

Great Egret   2 

Snowy Egret   141 

Black Vulture  ++ 

Turkey Vulture  ++ 

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture 2 

Snail Kite   4, 3 adults, 1 immature. 

Black-necked Stilt  9 

Feral Pigeon   4 

Pale-vented Pigeon  18 

Band-tailed Pigeon  2, seen very well, looking for food at the valley? 

Ruddy Ground Dove  6 

Smooth-billed Ani  + 

White-collared Swift  + 



Tropical Kingbird  + 

Swainson’s Flycatcher  1, an austral migrant. 

Brown-chested Martin  6 

Blue-and-white Swallow  ++ 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow 4 

Southern House Wren  + 

Yellow-crested Tanager  6 

Palm Tanager  + 

Blue-grey Tanager  + 

Saffron Finch  1, male, an escapee, or expanding to south-east? 

Oriole Blackbird  1, a visitor from the E-side of Cordillera Escalera? 

 

Yurimaguas Road (-6.451510, -76.291286) 

 

East of Tarapoto, the largest town in San Martin (120.000 inhabitants), lies a tarmac highway 

across the Cordillera Escalera, to the town of Yurimaguas in Loreto, upper Amazonas. It is best 

approached by the Tarapoto evitamiento. In the south, at the start of the road, there is a police 

checkpoint (I was never stopped). Soon afterwards, the Yurimaguas Road starts to climb the steep 

mountain ridge, reaching a short tunnel at the top, before descending towards the border of 

Loreto. Beyond the tunnel, the habitats were degraded and did not have many birds. 

 

I spent most of my time at the tunnel, a bit uncomfortable place because of traffic and the odd 

cars and trucks which stopped there either to fix the vehicle or to yell in the tunnel, for an echo. 

Moreover, there were times when no birds could be seen for a while. The tunnel area did, 

however, prove to be very productive in the long run. Because of that, I even resisted an hour of 

heavy rain by driving down and up the slope. A few spots lower down were good for mixed bird 

parties, even though with less potential than the tunnel area. In places, it was possible to park by 

the road. At the tunnel, there was ample parking space. In there, periods on inactivity were 

followed by birds suddenly passing through, or appearing in the roadside vegetation.  

 

The good species were too many to be mentioned here. Please, check the list. One of the most 

difficult ones was Koepcke’s Hermit, for which the tunnel is a stake out. One arrived at the site 

only in the very end, few minutes before I would have given up and left. Also the rare Dotted and 

Yellow-bellied Tanagers arrived rather late in the morning. Be sure to not leave the site too early!  

 

In some trip reports, hummingbird feeders are mentioned. I could not find any on the mountain 

and the locals said that there were not any. I met an elderly gentleman at the rapids and he spoke 

excellent English. Blue-fronted Lancebills stayed relatively high in trees, whereas Pink-throated 

Brilliants preferred to fly low, around roadside bushes. 

 

The easiest special bird, on the other hand, was the recently split Brown-mandibled Aracari. They 

stayed in view for most of the time. The most surprising one was a male Razor-billed Curassow, 



with its loud calls on a steep ridge at sunrise!  A nice start for the day… In regard to the Western 

Striolated Puffbird, I am not quite sure what to think about a species (obamai) named after a 

politician. Bit risky, I would say. It is good that Stalin had no interest in ornithology… I wonder if 

Donald Trump will receive a similar acknowledgement for his ornithological contributions? 

 

Brown-mantled Tamarins were seen at the low section of the Yurimaguas Road, soon above the 

police check point. 

 

 
Fig. 5. The Yurimaguas Road tunnel. Practically all the birds were seen on this side of the tunnel. 

 

Bird list: 

 

Starred Wood Quail  2, a duetting pair, at the lower section. 

Razor-billed Curassow  1, calling on a high ridge, at sunrise! 

Band-bellied Owl  1, lower section, before sunrise. 

Rose-fronted Parakeet  2, a pair, at the tunnel. 

Blue-headed Parrot  4 

Squirrel Cuckoo  2, at the tunnel. 

White-tipped Swift  50+ 

Pale-rumped Swift  6, at the tunnel. 

Neotropical Palm Swift  1, at the tunnel. 

Koepcke’s Hermit  1, at the tunnel, Peru endemic. 

Blue-fronted Lancebill  3, at the tunnel, johannae. 

Grey-breasted Sabrewing  1, lower section. 



Pink-throated Brilliant  2, males, at the tunnel.  

Green-backed Trogon  1, at the tunnel. 

Gilded Barbet  10+, especially at the lower section. 

Western (Striolated) Puffbird 1, at the tunnel. 

Brown-mandibled Aracari  14, at the tunnel. 

Southern Chestnut-tailed Antbird 1, at the tunnel. 

White-flanked Antwren  2, one pair, lower section, undescribed subspecies. 

Mottle-cheeked Tyrannulet 3, at the tunnel, angustirostris. 

Slender-footed Tyrannulet 1, at the tunnel. 

Forest Elaenia  2, at the tunnel. 

Streak-necked Flycather  2, both at the tunnel & at the lower section. 

Sepia-capped Flycatcher  1, at the tunnel. 

White-bellied Pygmy Tyrant 1, at the tunnel. 

Double-banded Pygmy Tyrant 1, lower section. 

Olive-striped Flycatcher  1, at the tunnel. 

Yellow-olive Flatbill  1, exortivus?, at the tunnel. 

Olive-faced Flatbill  2, at the tunnel. 

Cliff Flycatcher  2, at the tunnel, sclateri. 

Streaked Flycatcher  1, lower section. 

Boatbilled Flycatcher  1, lower section. 

Great Kiskadee  +, lower section. 

Social Flycatcher  +, lower section. 

Tropical Kingbird  +, lower section. 

Crowned Slaty Flycatcher  1, lower section, an austral migrant. 

Fiery-throated Fruiteater  1, at the tunnel. 

Grey-tailed Piha  1, at the tunnel, excellent views! 

Chivi Vireo   3, both at the tunnel & at the lower section. 

Brown-chested Martin  1, lower section. 

Blue-and-white Swallow  ++, lower section. 

White-banded Swallow  2, lower section. 

Musician Wren  1, tunnel, excellent views! Salvini, Grey-eared Wren. 

Southern House Wren  +, lower section. 

Silver-beaked Tanager  6, lower section. 

Magpie Tanager  1, at the tunnel. 

Guira Tanager  1, at the tunnel. 

Black-and-white Tanger  1, at the tunnel, regional migrant. 

Fulvous-crested Tanager  3, lower section. 

Masked Tanager  12, at the tunnel. 

Yellow-bellied Tanager  2, one pair, at the tunnel. 

Dotted Tanager  2, one pair, at the tunnel, distribution not well known. 

Bay-headed Tanager  4, at the tunnel. 

Green-and-gold Tanager  2, lower section. 



Blue Dacnis   2, at the tunnel. 

Buff-rumped Warbler  1, lower section. 

Yellow-browed Sparrow  1, lower section. 

Yellow-rumped Cacique  7, lower section. 

Orange-bellied Euphonia  8, lower section. 

Bronze-green Euphonia  2, one pair, at the tunnel. 

Rufous-bellied Euphonia  1, male, at the lower section. 

 

FINAL WORDS 
 

Another visit in Peru successfully finished… Each day had its struggles, but it was nevertheless 

possible to follow the route and timetable in San Martin, without any significant setbacks. The 

most problematic issue was food, followed by accommodation. It is good that the pollerias are 

there. Strangely, the local bakeries never had empanadas, which would have been a perfect 

solution for field trip needs. For example in Pomacochas, I checked five bakeries, in vain. The only 

restaurant was specializing on roasted guinea pigs, which I was not ready to try. I considered it, 

but could not get over the head, the eyes and the teeth, and the teeny-weeny claws… 

 

Overall, the positive features surpassed the negatives by far. I am ready to travel in Peru again, 

solo, and would encourage others to do it, too. The north of the nation probably is the best place 

to start with. Good luck with your visit in San Martin! 

 

 
Fig. 6. Advertising in Moyobamba, South American style. Well, I suppose dealing with large 

containers of lubricants could require a work attire such as this. Probably a 100% politically correct 

occupational requirement, as stated by the work safety regulations of Peru?  


