BIRD TOURISM REPORT/301®%

SANTA CRUZ ISLAND, CALIFQRNJALY2015
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Petri Hottola (phottola@gmail.com)

On the 14 of July, 2015, | spent one day on a trip from Ventura, California, to antalsland,
Channel Islands. It was a stoper with a Japanese Airlines arrival in LAX on te &ar rental at

Alamo, and departure the next day, to Kansas City, Missouri, via Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas. The goal
of the visit was to see aisland Scrullay an island endemic not yet on my world or US list

The following short report explains how I did it, and which species were recorded on théway.
update of the situation in July 201fay be helpful for others with similar planSor the locals,
there is nothing new, but a foreigner may struggle to find out the basienmdtion for a trip like
this.

ORGANIZATION

After picking up my Alamo Nissan 8anSV (USD 157 € m fortwo days,CDW fees and taxes
included) at LAX Aviation Blvbldrove to Ventura, on the coast, via highways 48an Diego
Freeway)and 101 (Ventura Freeway)Once again, slow traffic and downright jams (morning)
occurrednorth of Santa Monicand especiallyaround the main 405/101 intersection at Sherman
Oaks. Otherwise, the traffic was fine.



There weremany accommodation choices in Ventura andhe neighboring towns. Personallyy

decided to stay at Motel Gouth Ventura, a affordable even though a bit basaption on the
W2KyazyQa S5NRARGSI 2dzai . |t noie gearkdtowardsRick driveysihan / € | 1
families. A double roontosts USD 720 € cperinight, taxes includedn there, bevare of an

uneven walkway, next to the reception. | slippadd injured my knee and hand;gity of blood,

but no broken bonesfortunately.
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Fig. 2My Alamo Nissan Sentra, parked in front of Motel 6 SohyWi dzNJ = | f 2y 3 W2 KY

From the motel, | explored Ventura in search of food, withited success. My basiequirements

do not really agree withthe processed ingredients in the US food. In that sense, there was little
difference between Walmaand Trad NJ W2 SQa & . 2 highfrugtdse syrip&gyent ofF @2
metabolic disorders)transfats (leading cause of coronary heart disegg8MO corn extractand

other cheap and harmful substangesmnd products predominantly compadef fat, syrup, saland

flour, with various artificial flavorsNevertheless, | survivedn fresh blueberries and cherries
Being hungry for a few days is not necessarily a bad thanipra as there is enough fluiol drink.

| also went to Ventura Harbor to see wherehbald go the next morning. Parking space is limited
there and it is good to know what the options ar®o, first south on South Victoria Ave (101
intersection), then right on Olivas Park Rd, onwards on Spinnacle e aflhy to the lot number

4, where sland Packers is located.

For visiting the Santa Cruz Islamsland Packers is the only practical and affordable solulibay
sailon a daily basis, starting at Ventura Harbor daading first at Scorpion Anchoragand then
at Prisoners Harborthe site for Island Scrub JaysThe return cruise was USD 59.06aid



beforehand in thdnternet. | had sailetb Anacapa Island with them in 199%h board Sunfish and
with only eight other passengerand expected aother quality experience. The standardsdha
however, fallen a bitas the scale of the business had increagedperhaps it wa just a bad day
for them?

The next morning, | arrived @he harbor early, at 8.10and got my parking space. The waiting
hours went fast, as there were many birdsléok at. There were also a surprising number of other
passengers waiting to board our and other two vessels. They carried an amazing amount of
equipment, food and drinks with them, too. It was a bit confusing. At one point, | was told to enter
and board. Dwn by the ship)slands Exploren, was told to leave the area and waWWe were
supposed to deparat 9.30 but were delayed, by 45 minutes
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Fig. 3.The Island Packers cruise fleet, early in the morning, at Venture Harbor (Spinnaker Drive).

This was at the only delay. Even though the weather wagefiit was not the estimated one hour
to Santa Cruz, but three hours. At Scorpion Anchorplgaty of time was spent unloading people
(95% of the passengergnd their equipment, initially confused but everally organizedin a
bucket brigade It was a elief to start the last leg in the nospacious vesseBefore that, it had
been rathercrowded, especially because some of the passengers kept on running arfbuey
often blocked my views ohe sea, ocadllided with my injured kneeHardly anybody else on board
showed any interest in the birdsd other animals at the seainless told to do so by the captain.
We stopped for few minutes, to observe twéumpback Whaleand 110Common DolphinsA
closeby Grey Whalewas missedor dismisseflby the captain.

We approachedPrisoners Harboat 13.00 and were told to be at the pier at 16.00, or otherwise
stay the night on the islandn other words, | had twdoursand 45 minutego find the target
species, ingad of the expected fivehours Fortunately, that proved to be enough. | was,



however,not very cooperative when we were told to wait till somebody would arrive and explain
the walking restrictions @ the island. As these hadliready been underlined, ex@phed and
repeated umpeenth times, | started my walk-he young lady arrived and | briefly told her, while
walking, where the n@ntrance Nature Conservancy area started, and she was satisfied with that.
A search for amsland Scrub Jagould finally statt

Fig. 4.Scouts andlay-trippers leave the ship at Scorpion Anchorage, with a lot of gear.

It is hard for aNorthern European to be constantly lectured on regulations, penaltresentry
areasand kgal responsibilities, like isome kind of policestate. In the Nordic states, private
landowners do not as a rule haagight to prevent other people from entering their lands. That
would be illegal, with consequences, and it therefore seldom happens.

Moreover, we do not sign papers of release whemghasing services. Papers like that are void, as
the responsibilities have been listed in general laws which surpass such private contrémts. If
example somebody would drown on a cruise to an island, it would be on his/inen
responsibility, unless staff member would have pugsefully killed him/heor the company had
failed to followbasicsafety regulationsas stated by the government not, no court would open
the case.lt is possible to organize life in ways which do boted an army of lawys, not to
mention all the red tape

Our ship stayed at Prisoners Harbor, the staff resting on b&ndour return, the sailing time was
again three hours. In other words, we arrived at the Ventura Harbor at 1&@@as a long but
satisfactory day, degste all the whining in the above text.



BIRDRAND OTHER ANIMALS

Ventura Harbor and Beach

As already explained, the reconnaissance visit and waiting for a departure included some
birdwatching athe VenturaHarbor andBeach area. The following birds ngeseen there:

Brown PelicarCommon
Double Crested Cormoran€ommon
NI YRGQa 1 2NX¥2NI yi
Great Blue Heror4
Turkey Vulture 2
Redshouldered Hawk2
Willet A party of150 at high tide
Ringbilled Gull 1 secondcalendar year birdsummering on theoast.
| SSNXYI yy®a Ddz f
Western GullRather common,>200.
California Gull150
American Herring Gulll secondcalendar year bird, summering on the coast.
Glaucouswinged Gull 3 secondto third calendar year birsl summering on the coast.
Royal Tern150
Elegant Terr80
C2NRGSNDA ¢ SNy
Least TernAt least 6 pairs at protected enclosure by the beach
Feral Rock Dove3
Mourning Dove 1
EurasianCollared Dovel
Blackchinned Hummingbird1 adult male
American Cliff Swallowl
Barn Swallow6
European Starling50
California Towhee5
NEgSNRa 8. fI Ol 06ANR
Greattailed Grackle4
House Sparrowl0
American Crow30

The Cruise

Despite the abovenentioned problems, seabirdsould be observed from the Island Packers
vessel, particularly on our retn trip, which was not quite asrowded as the morning cruise had
been The majority of the birds were located around the edge of the continental shelf, where the
whales (and oil rigs) were, too. Around the Channel Islands, any time is good for seasiditr



and migratory, with seasonal variation in regard to species composition. On theflly 2015,
the following observatios were made:

Sooty Shearwater>60(Q including several tight feeding packs.
Shorttailed ShearwaterOne party of 4 birds

Pink-footed Shearwater About 50,

Blackvented Shearwater22

Pigeon GuillemotAbout 45
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Fig. 5 TwoSooty Shearwaterpass the shipt the edge of continental shelf.

Santa Cruz Island

It was the hottest timeof the day,between 13.15¢ 16.00, on the Santa Cruz Islarénd birds
therefore tended to Ide in the shadows of treesn the vegetated ravines which farbut a small
part of the relatively barren landscape. Rtisoners Harbgra rather good ravine estis rightnext
to the pier, including a flatbushy areaby the sea called Central Valley (see Gooilaps). The
place may be freely accessed aldhg track across the islandp a number of local destinations.
Most of the ravine itselfs, however,fenced off by Nature Conservancy, dmetright hand side of
the track.

So, turn left when leaving the pier, walk past some service buildings and forward for some 350
meters, to the other side of the Central Valley, and keep your ears and eyes open. Thdalie

on the right,along three parallel side roads intbe Nature Conservancy landiere especially
good for smaller passerine.he birds moved around ancdould therefore be seen from the
coastal track, without entering the private land.

An Island $rub Jaywas first encountered on the other side of the valley, among higher trees
about 150 meters pastraobviousleft hand bend on the main track. A short play of its call made
the bird to appear from the shadows, and it followed me afterwards for stme. The same bird,

or another one, was later seen on top of a bush, at the aboeationed three roadsite.
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Fig. 6 The grandiosely named Central Valley, a small delta of low trees and bush.

There was no sense in walking further on the main tradkich became steep and increasingly
dustybeyond the valley. In there, it entered some barren ground and the next ravine would have
been some 68 meters further on. It was hand | rather spent the little time available at the area

of best habitat, closéo the pier.

The following species were recorded during the short stay:

Brown PelicanCommon

NI} YRGQa 802 N2 NI yi
Great Blue Heronl
American Black Oystercatchet pair.
Mourning Dove 1
LYYl Qa | dzYiféhafed 6 A NR
Acorn Woodpeckerl
Redbreasted Sapsuker 1 juvenile bird; rare in Santa Cruz.
Barn Swallowabout 10
Bushtit 4
I dzR dzo 2 Yy Q &1, @stnderingindividual?
Ashthroated Flycatcherl
Pacific Slope Flycatches
Western Wood Peweel, scarcevisitor?
California Towhee6
SpottedTowhee 1



Song Sparrow8
House Finch4
Island Scrub Jay
Common Raverb

It wasalsogreat to see the only endemic predator of the Channel Islands, the diminisiized
Fox at the Prisoners Harbdanding. It arrived at the spot 20 minutes beforaraleparture and
disappeared soon in théow bushes. The other mammals of the dmgcluded the above
mentioned whales and dolphins, a fe@alifornia Sea Lionslose to the Ventura harbor, and a
Harbor Seaht the harbor itself.

Fig. 7 Island Foxesre so small that they are not easily spotted. Wait at a picnic table...

Driving back to LAX

In the next morning, | drove back to the LAX airp8itting in traffic jams was not all bad for me.
During the stops, it was possible to make detailed obseraatif birds spotted along the freeway.
Threeobservationswvere particularly interesting:

I I NNA & Q,an eksdapkd, or perhapsg@nuinevagrant?
Sharpshinned Hawk1
+ | dzE Q &1, digtlik sbuith of itmormal range?

Otherwise, only common speaealready mentioned in this report were recordddeached the
Alamo depot on time, could fill the tank up before that, and was immediately taken to the
American Airways building by the Alamo shuttle. The check in, security and boarding processes
were eficientand our flight to Dallas/Ft. Worth departed according to the schedudeX may be

large but it also one of the better airports of the USA.



